
 

  Grants totaling $169,200 were awarded  

to the following organizations: 
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Grant Edition 
Mercer County Civic Foundation 

Serving Mercer County Since 1960 

www.mercercountycivicfdn.org   

Welcome to 
Mr. V.J.   
Westerheide 
who         
joined our 
board team 
this fall. We 
believe he is 
the perfect 

match for this honorable posi-
tion. His skills, knowledge and 
experience are valued  and ex-
hilarating.   
            

V.J. and Marilyn reside in 
Coldwater, proud parents of 
three children and four grand-
children.  He owns S & K     
Products Co., is a director of 
The Peoples Bank Company, 
serves on the Mercer Co.     
Revolving Loan Committee and 
the Board of Governors at  
Mercer Health.  He is a       
graduate of Chicago Tool & Die      
Institute.   
                    

V.J. replaces the late Mauri 
Cron (see article on back page).   
Mauri, always service-minded, 
made it clear whom he wished 
his board replacement to be, 
and we’re certain he is pleased 
that V.J. agreed to fill this valu-
able position. 
               

We extend our thanks to  V.J., 
for saying “Yes,” and look      
forward to his many years of 
service.    

NEW TO OUR BOARD 

V.J. Westerheide 

A Park 4 All Abilities 

Alzheimer’s Association NW Ohio 

American Red Cross 

Arts Place 

Cancer Association of Mercer 
County 

Celina City Schools 

Celina Rotary Club for Hand Up 
Village 

Choosing Life Pregnancy Center 

Mercer Co. Council on Aging 

Foundations Behavioral Health 
Services 

Girl Scouts of Western Ohio 

Mercer Co. House of Hope 

JTD Hospital Foundation 

Lake Area Arts Group 

M.A.V. Youth Mentoring 

MED Foundation 

Mercer County District Library 

Mercer County EMS 

Our Home Family Resource Center 

Private Duty Services  

Ronald McDonald House 

St. Anthony Dinner Theater 

Spiritual Center of Maria Stein  

Venture Linx 

Wernle Youth & Family Treatment 
Center 

A very special thanks to the funds and families that made these grants happen:              

Henry & Louise Drake Gertrude Einfalt  Clista & Hugo Fahncke Hattery Health and 

Life Funds Ralph E. Heffner George & Esther Jetter Riley Memorial Trenary-

Andrews  Yaney Red Cross Walter & Aileen Bernard Edward & Marcella Werling       

John & Ruth Houts Mercer Health Foundation John Schenking Knapke Art Fund       

Robert Beougher  Pemberton & Chris Lincoln Jerry Andrew Memorial Unrestricted          

Unendowed Fund  Thelma Pax 
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“My favorite       

success story is of  

a former resident 

who made a very     

generous donation 

to us.   
             

She indicated it 

was time to give 

back to something 

that gave her a 

fresh start and 

new found hope.  

           

 This is a perfect      

illustration of our 

goal of  helping 

residents become 

productive     

members of        

society.”             

-  Luke VanTilburg 

Board of Directors    
Mercer Co. House Hope 

 

“Portland Arts Center provided en-

lightening hands on art opportunities, 

in our local area. This was one of the 

only community activities open this 

summer where our kids could be with 

others in a safe environment.”  

- Testimonial from Coldwater Parent 

For over 17 years, our Civic 
Foundation has sponsored the 
Portland Arts Center’s “Arts in 

the Park” summer activities.  
This year, the participants 

donned their masks and 
worked diligently, exploring 

and crafting stunning works in 
our local communities.   

 

Rod and Barb Carpenter, Celina, 

concerned about our local 

homeless population, have part-

nered with the Mercer County 

Homeless Coalition.   Rod  will 

run  another fund-raising      

Marathon with contributions 

going to “Hand Up Village,” in 

coordination with Lord’s 

Abounding Grace Church, locat-

ed north of  Celina. 

The Carpenter’s $25,000 goal 

has sparked many donations for  

additional cabins and facilities 

which are not a hand out, but a 

HAND UP, providing faith- based 

assistance and services to those 

desiring and willing to work for a 

better life.   

Our Foundation applauds the 

community efforts and supports 

this new start for our most    

vulnerable population.  
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Since 2017, “A Park 4 All Abilities” 
has been in the minds and dreams of 

many kind-hearted private donors, 
businesses, civic organizations and 
grant writers. Led by a remarkable 

team of volunteers, the fund-raising 
efforts came to life this summer as 
the all-inclusive playgrounds began 

springing to life in Coldwater’s       
Memorial Park, with phases one and 

two already completed. 
              

 Congratulations on providing an   
environment that allows all             

individuals to play together in a     
variety of ways and on truly-inclusive 
equipment. Our 

foundation 
proudly assisted 

with fiscal    
management 
and provided 

grants for this 
project.  

     “Thank you for the grant gift we received from the Mercer Health 

Care Fund for the new Vein illuminator. The value of your gift to ease a 

patient’s comfort and anxiety during a difficult venipuncture for a blood 

test or to receive treatment is immeasurable. This gift has served 

many patients from Mercer  

and Auglaize Counties.”   

Sincerely,    
             

Linda Haines ED   

JTD Hospital Foundation 

 

Fundraising committee members and         

community supporters celebrate the   

ribbon cutting for phase two of      

Coldwater’s A Park 4 All Abilities (left).  
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Our community and world lost a great soul in July when our board  
president and friend, Mauri Cron from Coldwater, passed away due to 
COVID-19 complications. Mauri and his beautiful wife, Dolores,         
believed in giving back. Together they had a huge impact on the lives 
of countless individuals and untold organizations throughout their        
community, county, state, and beyond.  

Mauri was moral, engaged, 
compassionate and strong, 
with irreplaceable institution-
al knowledge. He served over 
25 years on our board with 
expertise, incredible wit, and 
dedication. Our hearts ache 
in his loss. We extend our 

deepest      
sympathy to 
Dolores and 
the entire 
Cron family. 

In Memory of Mauri Cron  
1936-2020 

 

 

 

 


