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2021 Scholarship Season
We congratulate our recipients and celebrate our
donors who have made this season possible.
$222,218.00 was disbursed, thanks to the passion and
generosity of our remarkable donors.
In this newsletter, you will sense the graduates’
appreciation when reading their touching thank you notes.
“It is with my sincere
gratitude that I write
this letter. I am so
very thankful to have
been awarded this
scholarship and to
follow in my family’s
footsteps by pursuing
a degree in the arts. I
will forever be grateful
for your generosity.
Thank you so much for
believing in me!”
Bria Dues, Coldwater
High School
Desch-Sowar Family
Scholarship

“One distinct memory I have of Mrs. Esselstein is from a pep rally the beginning of
my freshman year of high school. Ann gave a wonderful speech, and the entire
crowd at the football game chanted her words: “Fifty players! Nine coaches! Tons
of fans! One Goal! Beat St. Marys!” Even though we lost the game, that night, no
one from Celina hung their heads in defeat. Instead, we all stood proud, echoing
Mrs. Esselstein’s cheer.
And that is Ann’s magic. She had a way of touching everyone’s spirit like no other.
Ann was more than a teacher or principal. She was a personal cheerleader, moral
guide, and a compassionate friend to each and everyone
of her students. She was the type of educator I aspire to
be.
Earning a scholarship in her name is a great honor to me.
I cannot thank you enough for selecting me. Ever since I
was young, I have known that teaching is my passion, and
it is your generous donation that is helping me fulfill my
dreams. As I work toward my degree, I strive to make you
and Ann proud...”
Ashley Loughridge, Celina High School
Ann Esselstein “Do What’s Expected, And Then Do Some More” Scholarship
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“I want to thank you immensely for your generous donations that have been used to
fund this scholarship. I am incredibly honored to have been chosen to receive the
award. My education has always been important to me,
and I have worked hard in school in hopes of going to the
school that is perfect for me. This scholarship opportunity
has made this desire a reality, allowing me to confidently
commit to one of my dream schools, Butler University, in
Indianapolis. Your generosity means the world to me and
fellow recipients. I cannot thank you enough for the impact
this scholarship will have on the future of my education.”
Logan Goettemoeller, Celina High School
Mercer County Civic Foundation Celina Scholarship

“I am honored to receive this
generous scholarship in
memory of Margaret Snyder.
Margaret’s story inspires me
to do great things as a nurse.
I appreciate the time you
took to consider my
application and to invest in my future. I am excited to
attend Ball State University and start my nursing journey
where I hope to give back to my community in the future.”
Paige Siefring, Coldwater High School
Parker & Margret Snyder Memorial Scholarship

“I want to thank you so much for allowing me
to be your $10,000 scholarship recipient. This
will be instrumental in pursuing my bachelor’s
degree in Pre-Physical Therapy at the
University of Cincinnati. I was intrigued to hear
Joe’s story, and how he was able to find his
purpose. Although he is no longer with us, his
legacy will continue to
“live on” helping others.
I aspire to become a
physical therapist so I
can return back to this
area to help others.
Thank you for believing
in me and for investing
in my future.”

“I am honored and
Maria Hartings, Ft. Recovery High School
thankful to be the selected
Joe Meiring Scholarship
as the Parkway recipient of
this scholarship. Your generous grant of $1,000 will help finance
my classes at UNOH. Thank you for your time to read through
my essay. This money will be put to good use, and I look forward
to serving the Mercer County Community in the future.”
Hunter Gibson, Parkway High School
Carl & Ella Dietrich Scholarship

Check out our Facebook page for even more scholarship recipients.

“I just wanted to express my gratitude for your generosity. Going to
college has been a dream of mine since I was a little girl, and I can’t
believe I am only a few months away from being able to begin this new
journey. . . I have officially committed to The Ohio State University, and
I am so excited to be a Buckeye! I am eager to take advantage of the
opportunities available on campus and in the
“Upon being informed that I
city.”
was the recipient of this
Madina Davlatboyeva, Celina High School
scholarship, I was left speechMCCF Scholarship
less. Thank you for selecting
me to be a recipient of your
scholarship. I promise I will use
the grant wisely. I will use it to
offset my college education
expenses and to help pay for
my books. Your kind heart and
generosity have not gone
unnoticed, and for that I am
extremely grateful.”

“I am honored to be
the recipient of the
Kathy Schenking
Memorial Scholarship.
I am majoring in Civil
Engineering at The
Ohio State University.
The $5,000
scholarship gives me
the opportunity to
earn skills that will serve the civil engineering community following
graduation. Without scholarship patrons like you, willing to support
engineering education, students such as myself would be unable to
pursue engineering degrees.”

Kendra Metzger, Ft. Recovery
High School
Paul Lefeld Family Memorial
Agricultural Scholarship

Brady Klingshirn, Coldwater High School
Kathy Schenking Memorial Scholarship

“Thank you for helping continue my education through your donations. I’ve
also made sure to thank my father for his service, because without him,
none of this would have been possible. He told me
he almost shed a tear at the scholarship
ceremony—which is quite a feat for a Marine. So thank you for helping me
almost get a happy tear out of him! In all seriousness, it was an honor to be
chosen as your recipient. I will surely try to pass on my father’s values to my
students after I become a teacher. I hope to embody his courage while pursuing my future career—made more possible because of you.”
Mia Jacquay, Celina High School
Operation Freedom Support Scholarship
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“I would like to thank you very much for the generous scholarship from the Urban
& Irene Zahn Memorial Scholarship Fund facilitated through the Mercer County
Civic Foundation. It was GREATLY appreciated. I really welcome your help in
achieving my future endeavors. You have made a large contribution to my dream
of being an Engineer.
Even though I did not know Urban and Irene personally, I have often heard about
their generous donations to the Marion community. Each week, as a child, my
mother would take my siblings and me to story hour at the Zahn Marion Township
Branch Library in Chickasaw. This is when I first heard of the Zahns and wondered
who they were. It was great to eventually learn about
their generosity.
At that library, I learned to love to read. . . which is indeed the basis of learning, and the library that the Zahns
helped provide gave that foundation to our community.
I would like to thank you again for your generous
support as I begin my first year of higher education.”
Kurt Meiring, Marion Local High School
Urban & Irene Zahn Scholarship

